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E. O. 1 2065: GDS 11/7/85 (FREEMAN, ANTHONY G. ) OR-P 

TAGS: ASEC PINS SHUM EL AB AR 

SUB J : (U) ATTACK ON ARGENTINE SECRETARY OF TREASURY ALEMANN 


REF: (A) BUENOS AIRES 8008: (9) BUENOS AIRES 8863; 

(C) BUENOS AIRES 892 1 

1. fU) AT 9:20 AM NOVEMBER 7 THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMY 
VEHICLE IN WHICH THE SECRETARY OF TREASURY, JUAN ALEMANN. 
WAS TRAVELING TO WORK WAS INTERCEPTED AT OR NEAR A MAJOR 
THOROUGHFARE IN THE BELGRANO DISTRICT OF BUENOS AIRES 
BY A PICK-UP TRUCK REPORTEDLY CARRYING THREE INDIVIDUALS 
WHO HURLED AN INCENDIARY GRANAOE INTO AND FIRED ON 
ALEMANN' S CAR WITH SEMI-AUTOMATIC WEAPONS. THE 
UNIDENTIFIED ATTACKERS EVIDENTLY GOT AWAY. 


2. (U> ALEMANN, HIS CHAUFFEUR AND THE POLICE GUARD 

TRAVELING WITH HIM ARE NOW ALL IN A LOCAL POLICE HOSPITAL. 
ALEMANN REPORTEDLY IS UNINJURED, BUT THE BODYGUARD IS 
SERIOUSLY HURT. 


3. m0 THE ATTACK ON ALEMANN FOLlOWS THE SEPTEMBER 27 
BOMBING OF THE HOME OF ANOTHER KEY ECONOMY MINISTRY 
OFFICIAL. SECRETARY OF PLANNING AND ECONOMIC COORDINATION 
WALTER KLEIN (REF A), WHICH THE GOVERNMENT ATTRIBUTED 
TO MONT. ON e R O TERRORISTS WHO REPORTEDLY ENTERED THE 
COUNTRY CLANDESTINELY IN RECENT MONTHS. REPORTS CIRCULATING AS 
A RESULT OF THE KLEIN INVESTIGATION SUGGESTED THAT 
THE MONTONERO OBJECTIVE WAS TO ATTACK OFFICIALS CONNECTED 
WITH THE ECONOMIC POLICIES OF THE GOVERNMENT I N AN 
ATTEMPT TO INGRATIATE THEMSELVES AND DEMONSTRATE 
SOLIDARITY WITH WORKERS AND POOR PEOPLE ADVERSELY AFFECTED 
BY THE GOA 1 5 DEFLATIONARY PROGRAM. ALEMANN HAS 
ACHIEVED NOTORIETY FOR HIS OUTSPOKEN. HARD-HITTING 
DEFENSE OF GOA ECONOMIC OBJECTIVES, MOST RECENTLY 
HAVING GOTTEN HIMSELF INTO A PUBLIC ARGUMENT WITH THE 
ARGENTINE TRADE UNION LEADERSHIP KNOWN AS " CAT A" WHEN 
HE ISSUED A CHALLENGE TO THEM TO PUT UP OR SHUT UP 
WITH RESPECT TO THEIR ABILITY TO CALL A GENERAL STRIKE 
(REF B) . FOLLOWING THIS INCIDENT RUMORS HAVE 
CIRCULATED THAT ALEMANN WOULD BE ASKED TO RESIGN. 

A - 4ft ACTION REQUESTED: IN LINE WITH POLICY 

PROPOSALS OUTLINED REF C AND THE DEPARTMENT' S RESPONSE 
IN THE KLEIN PRECEDENT, REQUEST THAT DEPARTMENT ISSUE 
A STATEMENT DEPLORING THIS TERRORIST ACTION AND 
TERRORIST./) GENERALLY WITHOUT ANY REFERENCE OR IMPLICATIONS 
CONCERNING THE IDENTITY OF THE ASSAILANTS IN THIS 
CASE, I.E. AVOIDING THE "WHOEVER THEY MAY BE" FORMULA 
USED IN THE KLEIN STATEMENT. 
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